Christians in Controversy

Or Spiritual Warfare

Intro. 
Satan’s Subtle and Successful temptation of Eve and Adam led to their Fall, 


and God’s promise of the Seed to Save man from Sin, thus, Starting a war with Satan.
Gen. 3:1-6, 15
A. Satan’s War with the Seed.
Gen. 3:15
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

So the Battle line was drawn and Satan’s War against God’s Seed began:
1. Cain Slew Abel, but God Saved the line through Seth.

Gen. 4:8; 4:25

2. Pharaoh Slaughtered all Sons of Israel, but Moses Survived to carry on the line.

Ex. 1:22; 2:9, 10

3. In history, attempts were made to Rid David’s Royal line but God overRuled.

However, because of Coniah’s sin, God was made to Curse his line.
Jer. 22:24, 28-30 cf. Mt. 1:11

But the line of David’s Seed Survived through Mary’s line in the virgin birth

Lk. 3:23, 31

4. Herod Eliminated all children under two years old, but Jesus Escaped.

Matt. 2:16 cf. 13

5. Judas, Tempted with Thirty pieces of silver, became a Traitor to Jesus…

Matt. 26:14-16

6. Leading to Satan’s Showdown with the Seed at Calvary.

a. The Heel of the seed of the woman was bruised – Christ died but Lived again to be Lord.
Rom. 14:9

b. The Head of the seed of the serpent was bruised – Satan judged, and awaiting Sentence.
Rev. 20:10

c. He is now the Prince of the Power of the air to Wage War with God’s Saints,
Eph. 2:2; 6:11, 12

having lost the Battle with the Seed.

B. Satan’s War with the Saints.

Saints often listen to the Word preached, but it does not seem to result in transformed lives. Why?

1. The Enemy Outside Snatches the Seed away. Compare the following parallel references:
(a-c)
a. then cometh the wicked (evil) one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart.
Mt. 13:19, (NIV)

i. The Evil One is evil and he wants others to be evil like him.
I Jn. 3:12

ii. Ct. God Who is Holy, and wants His people to be Holy like Him
I Pet. 1:15, 16

iii. Ct. Christ Who is Righteous, hence, all born of Him are to be righteous like Him.
I Jn. 2:1, 29; 3:7

b. Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.
Mk. 4:15
i. He is Satan, the Adversary (the Opponent), ever seeking to Accuse the brethren.
Rev. 12:10

Cf. Peter Accused of being Satan and a Stumbling block for opposing Christ’s mission.
Mt. 16:23, NIV

ii. He is the Deceiver, the old serpent – he is cunning.
Rev. 12:9


Beware of his Cunning Craftiness in Deception with his evil Doctrines. 
II Cor. 11:3, 4; Eph. 4:14

iii. He is the Devil, the roaring lion seeking whom he may Devour.

I Pet. 5:8


Be self-controlled and alert.
NIV

c. then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts,
Lk. 8:12

Devil (Gk. diabolos) = Accuser, Slanderer. 

i. The Diabolical behaviour of some people.

· A deacon’s wife must not be diabolos in word – a malicious talker!
I Tim. 3:11, NIV

· Aged women must not be diabolos in deed – false accusers or slanderers in behaviour. Tit. 2:3

· People in the last days will be diabolos in word and deed.

II Tim. 3:3

ii. The Devil cannot accuse the Lord’s people because of Christ’s propitiation. 
I Jn. 1:1, 2; Rev. 12:10

iii. Yet Disciples of the Lord can be malicious talkers of other brethren!

Cf. Some even preached Christ out of envy and strive (rivalry)
Phil. 1:15 (14-17)

· Envy (phthonos) = ill-will, i.e. jealousy (spite), envy.

· Rivalry: a quarrel, i.e. contention, debate, strife, variance.

· Envy and rivalry are the products of unrighteousness which include:
Rom. 1:29, 30

fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters. 

2. The Enemy (the World) that Seduces the Selfish lusts in the Saints.
I Jn. 2:16
a. The lust of the flesh or the cravings of sinful man (NIV), which includes that of the self.

b. The lust of the eyes or the desire of the eyes (NRSV)

c. The pride of life or the boasting of what he has and does (NIV) or the pride in riches (NRSV)



Sometimes, Satan may not be able to Attack us directly, but he can Attract us away from the Lord.

i. He used these Same Subtle Strategies he used with Eve:
Gen. 3:1-6

· The Lust of the Flesh – the tree was good for food
· The Lust of the Eyes – it was pleasant to the eyes
· The Pride of Life – to be desired to make one wise
ii. He also used these Similar Subtle Strategies with Jesus:
Matt. 4:1-11

· The Lust of the Flesh – command that these stones be made bread.
· The Lust of the Eyes – showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;
· The Pride of Life – cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee

iii. The Secret of Success in all temptations would always be the Word of God:

· With Eve, the temptation was Yea, hath God said. Only if Eve would heed God’s Word: God hath said!

· With Jesus, the temptation was, If thou be the Son of God. But Jesus answered: It is written…!
· With us, the temptation is our Lust.  Against it is: he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
Thus, the Word and the Will of God is Supreme in overcoming Satan’s Subtleties; 

It is no wonder therefore when the Seed of the Word is Sown in men’s hearts that…

Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.

C. Satan’s War through the Saints – a war among brethren
Satan used “brethren” to fight “brethren” in his war with the Saints.
1. In the Old Testament: Brothers destroyed brothers!

a. Cain Slew his brother, Abel – he was bitter and incensed.
Gen. 4:5-8, NIV

b. Joseph’s brothers Sold him into slavery – they were jealous and hated him.
Gen. 37:3, 4

c. Absalom had Amon, his brother Slain for outraging their sister – he had a grudge.  II Sam. 13:22, 23, 28, 29

2. In the New Testament: Consider the Christians in Controversy.

a. The Exhortations to the brethren:

i. Let there be affinity – Speak not evil one of another, brethren.
Jas. 4:11

· Do not Slander – Speak not evil of your brothers.
NIV

· Do not “Sentence” – Do not judge or pass judgment on your brothers.
Rom. 14:3, 4, 10, 13

· Do not judge Motives, each is responsible to the Lord.
Rom. 14:6, 8

· But judge yourselves and your own Manner.
Mt. 7:1-5; I Cor. 11:13, 31

· One day we shall all stand and be judged before our Master.
Rom. 14:10-12 

· Do not be a Stumbling block. 
Rom. 14:13

· The Comparison to being a Stumbling block.
Mt. 18:6

· The Compassion for not being a Stumbling block.
Rom. 14:21; I Cor. 8:13

ii. Let there be unity.
Phil 2:2; Rom. 14:19


Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

· We are members of the Family of Christ.
I Cor. 12:12-14

· We may have Diverse gifts but we serve the same God, Lord and Spirit.
I Cor. 12:4-6

· We may be from Different groups, but we serve under one Name.
Lk. 9:40, 50


We need to speak the same thing, and… be perfectly joined together 
I Cor. 1:10

in the same mind and in the same judgment.
· We are members of the Body of Christ.

· He is our Head and we are His members.
Eph. 1:22, 23


· Those who are strong are to care for the weak.
I Cor. 12:23, 24

· As members, we are to have the same care for one another.
I Cor. 12:25

Let us be Sensitive toward others and not Soon-sensitive re: ourselves.
Cf. Phil. 4:2



Euodias, and Syntyche could not agree – one was “Odious” and the other was “Soon-touchy”.


iii. Let nothing be done through vainglory.
Phil. 2:3-5

· Negatively: Let nothing be done through strife (intrigue) or vainglory (empty-glorying, self-conceit) 
· Positively:  Let each esteem other better than themselves in lowliness (humility) of mind 
· Affirmatively: Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.
b. Some Examples of such controversy among brethren:

i. Paul Provoked into a contention with Barnabas over Mark.
Acts 15:37-39

ii. Paul Parted with Barnabas and Mark.
Acts 15:39 cf. II Tim. 4:11

iii. Preachers Preaching Christ while running down Paul.
Phil. 1:15-18

iv. Parties formed under Personalities in the church – Is Christ divided?
I Cor. 1:11-13

Be “Professional” but not Personal!

Con.: 
Cease Contentions; Cease Creating Controversies;


Let not Satan Snatch the Seed of the Word from our hearts this day.


And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
Deut. 6:6

